Protecting and Restoring the Ancka Sandplain Ecological Region.
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Churucterized by thousunds of shallow wetlunds, miles of rivers und streums, und dcres of ouk savunnu
und woodlunds, the Anoku Sundplain is u uhiyue und vulneruble ecoloyicul reygion locuted in
eust-centrul Minnesotu, bounded on the west by the Mississippi River, on the north und eaust by
forested reyions, und on the south by the Twin Cities metro ureq,

LlLe A Ta\v\t Sfom)e ‘tl“ul Hltl\ Li“ions o‘F nja\“ov\s o‘F Na\tev.

Althouygh highly modified by humadns over the paust 200 years, the Ahoku Sandpldin sfill serves us u criticul
filter for the aqguifer that provides the Twin Cities and eust-central Minhesota with most of its drinking wter.
The reygion’s high water table and porous soils make this ared highly vulnerable to water contaminution
from herbicides, pesticides, fertilizers, pollutunts und other toxic muteridls.




Homz to move than two mi“io-\ homans...

More than two million people dejpend on the Anoka Saundplain for living und working
spuce, recreution und wauter. And yiven the Sundpluin’s close proximity to the metropolitun
areu of Minneupolis und St. Paul, the region’s uttractiveness for homes und recreation
is ohly growing. Representing two percent of the land area of Minnesotd, the Sundpldin
occupies more than one Mmillion acres und encompusses wholly or partly 13 Minnesota
counties und neurly 70 cities.

In less thun two hundred yeurs much of the wild character of the Sundpluin has
disuppeured. However, there are still some natural areus left that possess many of the nhative
plants and animals that were here 200 years ago, including humerous state Scientific and
Natural Areus, stute Wildlife Munugement Areus, county parks und two Nutionul Wildlife
Refuges. Two stute-designuted Wild und Scenic Rivers—the Rum and the Mississippi—ulso
flow through the Sandpldin.

...Av\é\ to AN AMA?.int)‘nl\ liveﬂe co“ection o‘F r\a\nts Av\a‘ m(mm‘s.

Scuttered ucross the Anoku Sundpluin region is u complex mosuic of plunt communities.
Floodpluin forests grow ulony the rivers; marshes, sedgye meudows, fen und forested
swaumps occupy wetlund busins; aund ouk savannas, prairies and ouk woodlands flourish
oh the dry sundy uplunds.

Amony the most unigue hatural communities are the prdirie remnunts und ouk savaunnad
relicts. A savannhu resembles u prairie of grusses und flowers with scattered cragyy ouks
thut ure eusy to wulk through. Once u common feuture of the Sundpluin, ouk suvunnu hus
been reduced 1o less than 3,800 ucres und is u ylobdlly imperiled plant community.

The lundscupe’s rich collection of native plunt communities evolved with fire. Controlled
burning sfill plays a critical role in mMuintaining the bioloyicul inteyrity of the Sundplain by
improving habitat for wildlife and reducing wildfire fuels in choked woodlofts.

Ouks ure uniyuely fire resistunt, especidlly bur ouks—the sighuture free v
species of the region—becuuse of their thick und corky burk. Some currently .
livihng exumples of these ouks were youny frees when Thomus Jefferson

wds president, -

98 stute-listed rure plunts and unimuls muke their homes in the Anoku Sundpluin, the
mujority living in ouk suvannus, pruiries und wetlunds. Examples include Blunding’s turtle,
the pluins hognose shuke, the pluins pocket mouse, Wilson'’s phulurope, the lunce-leuved
violet, beuch heuther und tubercled rein orchid.



How coan | L"f the Am‘u\ gﬂ\v\c\r‘a\in?

Support und yet involved with locul groups, such us members of the
Anoku Sundpluin Parthership, that are helping to protect this threutened
resource. These groups provide u wide ranyge of positive opportunities,
including volunteer events, local hatural area activities and conservation.
Visit www.greatrivergreening.org for u full list of purthers.

Become involved in your locul city, township und county plunning. Encouruye
efforts thut protect yround wuter und the inteyrity of the remuining wild lunds
within the Anoku Sandpldin. By protecting the porous soils from excess nutrients
und pollutant runoff, we cun reduce the threat of expensive cleunup aund heulth
costs to both humun und hon-humun residents.

Visit wild remnants of the Anoku Sundpldin in the various refuges, purks
und wildlife ureus. Excellent examples cun be expetienced

ut Carlos Avery Wildlife Munugement Ared, Sherbourne Nationdl
Wildlife Refuyge, Crune Meudows Nutional Wildlife Refuyge, county
purks und eleven Stute Scientific and Natural Areus, See the list of
websites on the buck for locutions.

Preserve or enhunce your lund. Private laundowners who
wunt to stewurd the lund for future generations of humuns,
wildlife and native plants can make u huge difference.
Contuct Greut River Greeninyg or uny of the members
of the Anoku Sunhdpluin Parthership for information

oh specific projects you cun do.
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vital Anoka Sandplain.
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The Anokau Sandplain Parthership—a codlition of 20 conservation stakeholders—is
bringing toyether their collective expertise, resources und connections to
advunce terrestriul and freshwater resource conservaution in this ecoloyicul
region. Visit www.greatrivergreening.org for more informution und u

list of recent projects.
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Protect the water quality and supply.

¢ Reduce the flow of pollutunts und nutrients through the permedble soils into the
cleun, fresh wuter stored in the uquifers thut provide the reyion with drinking
wuter. For exumple, outduted or improper septic systems und hitrogen fertilizers
leuching from agricultural lands und lawns produce hitrate pollution that can
compromise groundwuter,

e Reduce the loss of wetlands und deyradation of streams that provide o host
of cost-free benefits, such us erosion control, fisheries habitat, flood control,
ground wuter recharge and dischurge, wdter filtering, wildlife habitat and
recredution opportunities. Restore drained or tiled wetlands and riparian
veyetution whenhever possible.

Create good habitat and beautiful parks.
o Muintuin und creute corridors between wild lund ureus to help protect the
bioloygicul integrity of locul plunt und unimal populations.

e Control und eradicute invusive species such us buckthorn, Tartarian
honeysuckle, purple loosestrife und cow vetch. Alien species often outcompete
and displuce hutive Sundpluin species, severely impucting the ecoloygicul
maukeup of the reygion.

® Restore nutive plunt communities, including ouk suvunnu, pruirie, wet pruiries, rich
fens, other honforested wetlunds und ouk woodlund hubituts. Doing so not only
benefits locul pluant and animal populations but dlso helps recharge underlying
aqguifers und helps protect the high water tuble from pollutants and agricultural
chemiculs and fertilizers.




on')ut contact.

For more information, contuct Wuyne Ostlie, Director of Conservation Progrums, Greut River Greeniny,
wostlie@greatrivergreening.org 651-665-9500 x19.

For Movre in‘FovMﬂ\tion on Av\oLA ga\v\e‘r\a\in eco‘oqv\, visit t‘he&e NeLSi%eSZ

e The Anoku Conservution District,
www.anokanaturalresources.com/soil/sandplain.htm

e Crune Meudows National Wildlife Refuge,
www.fws.gov/refuges/profiles/index.cfm?id=32555

e Minnesota DNR, Ahoku Sandpldin profile for the State Wildlife Action Plan,
files.dnr.state.mn.us/assistance/nrplanning/bigpicture/
cwcs/profiles/anoka_sand_plain.pdf

e Minhesota DNR, Scientific and Natural Areas,
www.dnr.state.mn.us/snas/index.html

¢ Sherburne Nutional Wildlife Refuge,
www.fws.gov/midwest/sherburne/oak.htim

The Ancka
gm\lr‘km Reqion

¢ University of Minnesotu Cedur Creek Ecosystem Science Reserve,
www.cedarcreek.umn.edu

¢ Minhesotu Forest Resource Council, Eust Central Landscupe,
www.frc.state.mn.us/initiatives_llm_committees_east-central.htmi
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