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Great River Greening Leads University of St. Thomas Students and 
Desnoyer Park Residents in Mississippi River Bluff Restoration  

ST. PAUL, MINN., April 23, 2002—As spring takes hold in earnest, University of 
St. Thomas students and Desnoyer Park residents will be joining Great River Greening from 
9 a.m. till 12 noon, Saturday, May 4, to restore ecological health to the Desnoyer neighborhood’s Mississippi River bluffs. Fifty volunteers will be planting native trees, shrubs, and prairie grasses and wildflowers from 9 a.m. till 12 noon along degraded areas of the river bluffs from Eustis Street to Pelham Boulevard in Saint Paul.

“The Desnoyer Park planting is designed to enhance the site’s aesthetic value, reduce erosion, improve viewing opportunities and ensure the long-term health of the site’s oak forest remnant—one of the highest quality remnants along this stretch of the river,” said Great River Greening ecologist Dan Shaw. 

Among the volunteers will be 22 students from a course taught by David Kelley, assistant professor of geography at the University of St. Thomas. Kelley has made Greening’s restoration events a regular requirement of his Humans and the Environment course, which is offered every spring and fall semester.

“Great River Greening’s events provide a learning laboratory where students can see how the concepts and theories we cover in class can be put into practice in an urban environment,” said Kelley. “The Desnoyer project is practically in our own backyard.”


A nonprofit organization, Great River Greening works with thousands of community volunteers and a wide array of businesses, foundations, civic groups and government agencies to restore the natural landscapes of the Mississippi, Minnesota, and Saint Croix river valleys throughout the greater Twin Cities metropolitan area.

more




Great River Greening is conducting the project with the cooperation and support of the city of Saint Paul Division of Parks and Recreation, Mississippi National River and Recreation Area and the U.S. Department of Agriculture. The project has also received funding from the Minnesota Environment and Natural Resources Trust Fund, as recommended by the Legislative Commission on Minnesota Resources.

To learn more about Great River Greening’s work and spring 2002 events, visit www.greatrivergreening.org. 
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