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• Prepare the site
• Dig a hole
• Place the tree
• Back fill
• Mulch

� Water
� Staking

The New Method To Planting Trees



1. Prepare the Site

• Beginning with the location of the 
tree as your center, draw a circle 
three to five times the root ball 
diameter.  
• Remove any sod or grass in the 
area.  
• Finally, remove, till, or break up 
the soil to a depth of 10 to 12 
inches.



2. Dig the Hole
Dig a hole in the center of this circle that is 1 foot larger in 
diameter than the root ball.  Dig only as deep as the distance 
from the root collar to the bottom of the roots.  Remember to 
keep the soil beneath the root ball undisturbed to prevent the 
tree from settling.

Keep in mind…
Planting a tree too deep can kill the tree. 

Plant your tree just deep enough that its root collar (the bulge
right above the root system) is just above the top of the soil.



3. Place the Tree

Carefully place the tree in the center of the hole. 
Make sure the rood collar is just above the top 
of the soil

Trees will come in three different ways
� Plastic or Paper containers or Wooden bushel basket s
� Bare Root
� Balled and Burlapped (B&B) Trees



How to Plant Containerized
Trees

• Remove soil down to root collar where the first 
large side roots begin 

• Determine if the tree roots hold soil together in 
the pot or if soil is loose
� If the soil is packed or the pot is root bound, carefully 

remove the tree from the pot 
� If the tree roots are wound inside the pot, it is important 

to prevent girdling. Make a vertical slice, 1 to 1½ inch 
deep, up the sides of each quarter and an X cut across 
the bottom of the soil ball.

� Remember to redirect roots outward after cutting.



How to Plant Containerized
Trees

• If tree is too large or the root ball is loose, place 
the tree and container in the planting hole and 
adjust for final position before removing 
container 

• Carefully cut around the base of the container 
and then make a slice up one side of the pot 
before gently backfilling and removing the 
sides of the container 



How to Plant Bare Root Trees

• The hole must be large enough to spread all of 
the roots out. Be sure to not bend or curve 
them around, as this could cause root girdling, 
a potentially fatal condition. 

• Prune any broken roots with a sharp pruner. 
Do not leave torn or rough ends. 

• Identify the root collar and keep it at grade level 
to maintain the proper depth.

It is important to plant the trees before the 
roots dry out so have the planting site 
prepared before moving the tree.



How to Plant Balled and 
Burlapped (B&B) Trees

• Carefully loosen the top of the burlap 
• Probe with a wire or remove soil to determine 

where the root collar is located–right above 
where the large roots begin 

• Dig the hole just deep enough so that the root 
collar is 1 to 3 inches higher than the surrounding 
ground



How to Plant Balled and 
Burlapped (B&B) Trees

• Carefully place the tree in the hole and cut away as 
much of the wire basket as you can without disturbing 
the soil ball 

• Cut and remove all twine and rope from around the ball 
• Remove the nails holding the burlap together and gently 

fold the burlap back 
• Gently cut away loose burlap without damaging the root 

ball 



4. Backfill

• First, check that the tree is at the right depth 
and plumb 

• Fill the hole with the soil that was removed.
• As the backfill is added, lightly push the soil 

around the roots or water the soil to eliminate 
air pockets 

• Backfill to the height just below the root collar 
• To prevent compaction, do not pack soil after 

you water



4. Backfill Continued

A second option is to:
• Backfill half of the soil
• Water (2-3 gallons)
• Backfill rest of the soil and wager again. 
• This helps ensure that enough water is used.



5. Mulch

• Add t inches of organic mulch on top of the 

planting circle in order to limit future 

maintenance needs

• Keep the mulch 4 inches away from the trunk 

to prevent fungus from growing on the tree 

trunk 



6. Water

• The last, and one of the most important things to do is to 
water the tree. 

• Thoroughly soak the soil around the tree. 
• For the most part, trees can only take up water from soil 

that is in direct contact with roots. Even in the best 
conditions, newly transplanted trees use water from a 
relatively small volume of soil

• Trees need daily, heavy watering the first few weeks 
after planting.



Can you overwater a tree?

The answer is yes! Typically, it is recommended 
to use 5 gallons of water per tree and 3 gallons
of water per shrub.



To Stake or Not to Stake
• The root system starts growing earlier in the spring 

on an un-staked tree than it does on a staked tree. 
• The root system is stronger than on an un- staked 

tree.
• Staked trees tend to have narrower, weaker trunks 

with less taper. Sometimes the trunk becomes 
wider above the ties, where the tree moves around 
in the wind, then it is lower on the tree. Minimize 
this problem by tying the tree loosely enough that it 
can move around in the wind 

Note: Note: Ties strangle trees if they are put on 
tightly and left for more than one season.



If you have decided to stake your new 
trees, do it the best way possible. We 
recommend the following method: 

• Use two to three wooden stakes 
• Use ties made of a soft material like strips of rags, old 

nylons or webbed strap 
• For most trees, use short stakes and tie the tree halfway 

between the ground and the first branches 
• For a tree that is tall and spindly and cannot stand on its 

own, use tall stakes and tie the tree above the first 
branches 

• Put one stake on the windward (south) side of the tree 
• Do not let the stakes stick up higher than the ties 
• Tie the tree loose enough that it can sway in the wind
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