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Burdock (Arctium minor)
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Effects of Invasion

Burdock is an opportunistic species native to the United States. Extremely prolific, it will inhabit many environments disturbed by humans. Burdock produce burs about 1 inch in diameter in the fall. Burdock is aggressively opportunistic on disturbed soil and tends to shade out smaller, herbaceous flora. Burdock can be easy to control because they reproduce only by seed and take 2 years to become mature plants. 

Size: 1–5 feet in height.

Habit: Large leaves with flower heads in spike-like clusters.

Leaves: Up to 12–14 inches across, dark green, dull somewhat heart shaped.

Flower: Small, lavender or pink, and similar in shape to thistle blossoms. 

Origin: Europe. 

Mechanical Control

· Repeated tilling is effective in controlling the biennial plant.

· Burdock roots can be severed below ground to kill the plant.

· Mowing will eliminate above-ground growth, but the foliage will quickly grow back.

Chemical Control

· Burdock produces a rosette during its first year and develops a large tap root the second. Tardon herbicide or 2-4,D can be used to kill the above-ground growth in either the rosette or second-year growth. 

Source: Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, 1997.
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