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The network of rain gardens created along Quixote Ave are in response to a
larger stormwater runoff problem. Runoff was directed down Quixote Avenue
without an outlet for the water to escape. This forced stormwater to flow across
a private resident’s property at the end of the road and into the St. Croix River.
This caused degradation to the river bluff and sedimentation to the St. Croix.
By placing the rain garden network higher in the watershed the goal is to
intercept and infiltrate some of this runoff before it has a chance to flow all the
way down the road.

The rain gardens were sized to infiltrate and treat the first 1” of rainfall which
equals about 520 cf of water (3,890 gallons). By treating the first 17 of rainfall
there is also the benefit of treating the initial flush of pullutants and sediment
from the surrounding watershed. The rain gardens were planted by youth
volunteers from Upward Bound.
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