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“I can honestly say that this was one of the best experiences of my life ... I 
wouldn’t have even thought about going into science if it weren’t for Great 
River Greening. Thank you!” 

Melinda was a student in our Field Learning for Teens program. Thanks to Great River Greening’s generous 

donors, she explored a world of wonder somewhat removed from her neighborhood in East Saint Paul. She saw 

monarch butterflies, a garter snake, yellow swallowtail, and even a red-tail hawk!  “I love how the site was once a 

rail yard, and now it’s a sanctuary for nature. I think it would be so cool to have a job that does this kind of thing.” 

Melinda is only one of the 35,000 kids and adults that have 

dug in with Great River Greening, actively doing, learning, 

and sharing what happens as an ecosystem is restored.  

Acre by acre, for 20 years, our supporters, partners 

and volunteers have helped us grow to be Minnesota’s 

restoration leader, mobilizing communities to conserve our 

most critical natural areas, lakes, and rivers. 

Great River Greening’s geographic reach has grown 

enormously, throughout the Twin Cities and beyond. But 

our impact is still felt by individuals making a difference on 

a local level.

“The positive focus and the fact that my son can come back and see the transformation are absolutely the reasons 

why we decided to volunteer here. This is something we can’t do ourselves, and I love seeing all the people 

working together.” James, Alimagnet Park, Apple Valley

20 years, 35,000 volunteers, 110,000 trees, 12,000 acres. Every year we add to what is possible to accomplish, 

and 2014 is no different. We hope you enjoy the overview provided in this annual report. Thank you to all our 

friends for providing these opportunities to participate in a piece of our natural heritage. We hope to see you 

digging in soon! 

Deborah Karasov, Executive Director and Roger Green, Board Chair

Great River Greening inspires, engages, and leads 
local communities in conserving and caring for 
the land and water that enrich our lives.
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A community vision comes to life
At Trout Brook Nature Sanctuary in Saint Paul, the City turned to 

Great River Greening as a partner to help transform a former rail yard 

into green space that reconnects neighborhoods to the Mississippi 

River. Through Great River Greening’s unique volunteer events, youth 

education, and ecological expertise, children, groups, and families are 

learning about the new forests and rediscovered creek at this site.

With many more years left to complete the transformation, already 

more than 600 volunteers, including 200 at-risk youth, have planted 

native grasses, flowers, and trees, cleared the 42-acre site of invasive 

plants, and learned about the science behind the restoration.

“At my age, I’m very conscious of what my legacy is going to be. I 
donate because I want to be able to look back at a body of work that I 
feel good about.” Great River Greening Donor

Community-Based

•	 Katherine	Abbott	Park	in	Mahtomedi:	
New metro area partnerships led to 
the start of a multi-year restoration 
effort at this 76-acre gem beloved 
for its beauty and accessibility to a 
variety of outdoor recreation. 

•	 Doyle-Kennefick	Regional	Park:	This 
“future park” is located just outside 
the City of Prior Lake. It will one 
day spread out across 1,140 acres 
featuring native hardwood forest, 
oak savanna, prairie, and pristine 
wetlands scattered across a rolling 
glacial topography.  

•	 Springbrook	Nature	Center,	Fridley,		
Alimagnet	Park,	Apple	Valley,	and	
Terrace	Oaks,	Burnsville are also new.
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Volunteers transform an  
urban trout stream 
In 2014, we celebrated the completion of Ike’s Creek restoration. 

The multi-year effort transformed a creek bed in Bloomington. 

In 2010, mile-long Ike’s Creek, located just a block from the Mall 

of America, was all but hidden to the community. The vast green 

slopes surrounding the water connect to the Minnesota Valley 

National Wildlife Refuge but were so choked by buckthorn and 

other woody invasives, the area was visited mostly by people 

disposing of tires and other debris. Today, Ike’s Creek is a fresh, 

open valley enjoyed by more and more people every day.

“I think the best conservation is local and community-based. 
Thank you Great River Greening for bringing all these 
volunteers together to make something happen.”  - Volunteer

Volunteer-Driven

Projects we completed across the metro 
area and beyond:

•	 Shoreline planting, in partnership with 
DNR Shoreland Program, at Colby Lake, 
Woodbury; Wayzata’s Minnetonka Lakefront; 
Cannon River in Cannon Falls, and William 
O’Brien State Park’s St. Croix Boat Launch. 

•	 Martin Meadows in Andover, 40 acres of 
beautiful oak forest and meadow on the 
Rum River. 

•	 Heritage Village Park, Inver Grove Heights, a 
developing 80-acre public park connected to 
the Mississippi River. 

•	 Completed first phase of various projects in 
the Anoka Sandplain region: Carlos Avery 
Wildlife Management Area, Sand Prairie 
Wildlife Management Area, Sherburne 
National Wildlife Refuge. 
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Volunteer-Driven
 

 

Advancing efforts to improve water quality in rich farmland region 
Great River Greening leads the Seven Mile Creek Watershed Partnership, 

which comprises 25+ agriculture, conservation, community, business, 

and government partners.  Anchored by an innovative community-based 

strategy supported by this Partnership, the watershed was selected as one 

of seven Targeted Watershed Demonstration Projects in the State by the 

Board of Water and Soil Resources. With a $1.7 million grant, the group 

is working with farmers and community members over the next 4 years to 

eliminate the bacteria impairment in Seven Mile Creek, reduce sediment by 

40%, and nitrates by 25%. 

Our work to improve water quality in this prime Nicollet County farmland 

region is also advanced thanks to a prestigious Community Innovation grant 

from the Bush Foundation.

 “Great River Greening is working toward a better model for watershed 
preservation that reflects the whole community.”  -Molly Matheson 
Gruen, Bush Foundation community innovation manager

Active Partnerships

 

Great River Greening is a partner 

in a second Targeted Watershed 

Demonstration Project – at Sand 

Creek in the lower Minnesota River – 

with Scott Watershed Management 

Organization, Scott SWCD, Minnesota 

Ag Water Research Center, and others. 

Great River Greening will develop 

and oversee 10 shoreline restoration 

projects along Sand Creek and 

build community relations through 

community stewardship events and 

targeted outreach to local landowners.
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On-the-Ground Expertise
 

 

Teaching the stewards of tomorrow
Great River Greening’s team of ecologists are among the best in the region and 

inspire colleagues and community members with their passion for healthy habitats 

and testing new restoration methods – which are sometimes drawn from the past.  

Through Field Learning for Teens program, they share their knowledge and 

passion with at-risk youth in the field and in special programs and trainings. It’s a 

rare opportunity to talk one-on-one with scientists of such depth, and for young 

people especially, the occasion can be inspirational.

In 2014, 134 at-risk youth learned about environmental science and technology 

through hands-on activities in the field, talking with community mentors, and 

learning about careers in the environment, ecology, and science and technology.

“I learned about my community and about the impact we have on the land.” 
-Field Learning for Teens participant

 

Great River Greening 

ecologists also collaborate 

with research universities 

and nonprofits to advance 

the science of restoration. 

In 2014, we started new 

research projects with the 

Xerces Society and the 

University of Minnesota, 

researching how white and 

burr oaks are responding 

to climate change, and 

restoring prairies with 

techniques to help bees, 

butterflies and other 

pollinators.    
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FOUNDATIONS
$10,000 & Above
3M Foundation
Allianz Foundation for 

North America
Bush Foundation
Patrick and Aimee Butler 

Family Foundation
The McKnight Foundation
The McNeely Foundation
MLB 2014 All-Star Legacy 

Giving Foundation
The Mortenson Family 

Foundation
The Pentair Foundation
The Toro Foundation
Xcel Energy Foundation

$1,000-$9,999
Anonymous
Andersen Corporate 

Foundation
Bailey Nurseries Foundation
Best Buy Foundation
Buuck Family Foundation
CHS Foundation
Clif Bar Family Foundation
The Driscoll Foundation
Ecolab Foundation
Hardenbergh Foundation
Initiative Foundation
Minnesota Power Foundation
The Nash Foundation
RBC Foundation - USA
Scott Family Foundation
Subaru of America 

Foundation
Terhuly Foundation
Union Pacific Foundation

BUSINESSES
$5,000 & Above
Aggregate Industries
AgriBank
Cargill
Ciranda
Connexus Energy
Fairmount Santrol
Land O’Lakes
REI
Stoel Rives
Superior Minerals Company
Xcel Energy

$1,000-$4,999
American Engineering 

Testing
Anchor Bank
Andersen Corporation
Barr Engineering
Bituminous Roadways
Bloomington Rotary Club
Braun Intertec
Briggs and Morgan
Brookfield Renewable 

Energy Group
Carl Bolander & 

Sons Company
CenterPoint Energy
Cermak Rhoades Architects
CHS
Daikin Applied
East Central Energy Trust
Ecolab
KeyStone Search

Liesch - A Terracon Company
Minnesota Twins 

Baseball Club
Minnesota Valley 

Electric Trust
New Belgium Brewing Co.
Oppenheimer, Wolff 

& Donnelly
Pace Analytical Services
Patagonia
Rahr Malting
Saint Paul Port Authority
The Scoular Company
Short Elliott Hendrickson
Summit Brewing Company
Tennant Company
Thomson Reuters
The Toro Company
Upper River Services

$250-$999
Best Buy
Faegre Baker Daniels
Geronimo Wind Energy
Hands on Twin Cities
Lakewinds Natural Foods
Pierce Pini & Associates
Stinson Leonard Street
UnitedHealth Group

IN-KIND 
CONTRIBUTORS

Dunn Brothers Coffee
Deborah Karasov
Nalco Printing
Metro Sales
Patti & Dan O’Leary
Pioneer Press
Prairie Moon Nursery
Bill and Debby Smith
Summit Brewing
The Toro Foundation
Versa-Lok
Viking Platinum 

Floral Designs
We also thank more than 125 

individuals and businesses 
that donated items to the 
silent auction at the 2014 
Great River Greening Gala

INDIVIDUALS
$1,000 & Above
Ryan Anderson
Todd and Cindy Awes
Susan and Joel Barker
Richard and Joyce Barnes
Mita Bell
Robert Bieraugel
Brenda and Jeff Boehler
Stewart Corn and 

Ellen Ferrari
Jennifer Drew
Jim and Susan Edberg
Mike Frommelt & 

Brenda Beukelman
Roger & Nancy Green
Bonnie Grzeskowiak 

and Terry Wade
Eric and JoAnna Hesse
Deborah Karasov
Tom and Lezlie Marek
Brian and Beth McCartan
Tim McGraw

Paul Notermann
Patti and Dan O’Leary
Raj Rajan and Kavitha Sitaram
Todd Rhoades and 

Terri Cermak
Jean Schubert
Tom Tessman and 

Dianne Blake
Reed Watson and 

Gloria Gallo
Greg and Erin Wenz
Jonathan and Sarah 

Wilmshurst

$500-$999
Gordon Bailey
Jon and Metta Belisle
Vernon and LuAnn Berglund
Peter Butler
Bill Casey and Betty Grant
John and Kathy Curran
Brad Evans
Jake Hamlin
Louie and Carol Jambois
Kevin Johnson and 

Alisa Eland
Barb & Rodd Jose
Art and Martha Kaemmer
Mark and Beth Kimball
Steven King
Gail Lewellan
Jon McTaggart
Bill and Debby Smith
Hal Tearse
Jon and Lea Theobald
Ellen and Greg Weyandt
Jim and Deb Zyduck

$100-$499
Ben and Trisha Adamson
Darrin Ahrens
Pete and Jan Anderson
Craig Andresen
Cindy Angerhofer
John Appert
Lisa Armstrong
Landon Ascheman
Keela Bakken
Paul Bard and Sherri Stella
Scott Barraclough
Al and Lois Barron
Bruce Bauman
Eric and Kate Beazley
Sanderson Bell
Heidi and Matt Benedict
Chuck and Estelle Bennett
Jim Benson
Ted Benson
Alan and Lisa Bernick
Zayn Bilkadi
Mark and Pam Bintzler
Sandy Boehler
Laurel Boerger and 

Norm Reznicow
Gina Bonsignore and 

Rick Garber
Annemarie Bossert and 

Thomas Lovett
Becca Brackett
Terry Brennan
Ellen and Peter Brown
Don Brown
Bernadeen Brutlag
Ruth Ann Bueckers
Bob and Gerry Bullard
Darrell Butterwick
Mark Cadwell
Hugh Cherne
Steve Cohen
Patti Combs
Jay and Page Cowles
James Crants
Lydia Crawford and 

Phil Davies

Jon Hammond and 
Bobbie Cummins

Ned and Sherry Ann Dayton
Barb and Bob de la Vega
David DeMoss
Tom Doar
Marilyn and Bob Dodd
Steve Dunphy
Jennifer Eckert
Marcia and Berkan Endres
Ruth Erkkila
John and Becky Errigo
Ann Fairbairn
Tim Faricy
CJ and Carrie Fernandez
Anne Ferrell
Jed Field and Nissa 

Inselman-Field
Mary and Richard Fowler
Lee Frelich
Katie Galloway
Gary Gardner and 

Helen Kivnick
Chris and Lisa Germann
Lewis Gilbert
George and Susan Hadjiyanis
Gary Hansen
Steve Hansen
Laurie Hansen
Richard E. Hanson
Jesse Okie and Mary 

Harrington
Lucy Hartwell
Thane and Blanche Hawkins
Bill Hefner
Dean Henderson
Mary and Bill Henry
Monte Hilleman
Patsy and Bob Huberty
Ruby Hunt
Mindy Isaacs
Carol Jernberg
Gary Johnson
Representative Phyllis Kahn
Bob and Cheryl Kaiser
Phyllis Karasov and 

Alan Olstein
Ian Kees
Brad and Heidi Keil
Joe Kingman
Barbara W. Kirby
Kate Kleiter
Doug and Julie Kmoch
Bob LaBombard
Pamela Lampert
Jack Lanners
Brian and Pamela Larson
Kenny Larson
Mike and Kathy Larson
Erik and Kristin Lindseth
Judy and Greg Lissick
Warren Lochner
Chad and Kristin Lockwood
Daniel Longhenry
Paul and Cindy Lorah
Richard Lowe
Alexis Ludwig-Vogen
Dan and Rachael 

Mackenzie-Olson
Jane Korn and 

Robert Madoff
Sue and Mark Mason
Doug Maust
Kathy McCuskey
Charlene McEvoy 

and Doug Olson
Bryan Hassing and 

Gen McJilton
Mary B. McMillan
John Meeker
Edie Meissner
Heather Meix
Jenny Mockenhaupt
Charles Mueller
Chuck Nelson
Bernice Neumann
Casey & Kayla O’Keefe
Stan Oleson
Gretchen Olson
Elizabeth Pagel
Bill and Missy Patty
Kevin Patty and 

Mary McDowall
Tom Paulson
Judy Pendergrast
Kent Peterson
Judy Plante
Christine Podas-Larson
Denise Pohlman Johnson
Mary Potts
Bill Ramsden and 

Doreen Lynch
James Pagliarini and 

Elizabeth Raymond
Jodi and Greg Carlini
Timothy Robinson
Paula Stewart and 

Steve Roos
Richard Rosengren
J. Anders and Ewa Rydaker
Rich and Shannon Savelkoul
Betsy and Sumner 

Schmiesing
Mark Schulte
Chris and Annette Scotti
Bob Shoemake
Dave and Nancy Sparby
Joe and Mary St. Martin
Mark Stutrud
Dick and Lynn Thompson
Rick and Heather Thram
Charlie and Ann Tiller
Emily and Nate Timm
Alan and Shelly Van Dellen
Steve Jahn and Mary Vavrus
Thomas and Martha Venema
Galen Vetter
Craig Volk
Pat and Camille Weas
Donald Weden
Jim and Lisa Weglewski
Christopher Wegscheid
Karin Wentz
Joyce Wenz
Jean West
Dan and Chris White
Frank and Frances Wilkinson
Dawn and John Willar
Michael J Wills
Heidi Wilson
Mark Winter
Steve Zuber

$1-$99
We thank more than 200 

additional individual 
donors for helping to make 
GRG’s work possible!

We do our best to keep reporting as accurate as possible, 
and apologize for any errors. Please contact Rob Nygaard 
with any concerns. 612-665-9500 x18



Great River Greening in the News in 2014

•	 The first volunteer planting event at the new Trout Brook 
Nature Sanctuary in East Saint Paul was part of Twins Hope 
Week, to celebrate it as an All Star Legacy project supported 
by MLB Charities, the Twins Community Fund, and the Pohlad 
Family Foundation. The story was covered in the Star Tribune 
and a number of online media venues. Trout Brook Sanctuary 
was also covered in the Star Tribune and Forecast Public Art 
Review.

•	 Great River Greening’s outstate work in the Sherburne National 
Wildlife Reserve was covered in the St. Cloud times, and Seven 
Mile Creek Watershed in Free Mankato Press.

•	 Conservation Grazing continued to gain media attention, with 
reporting from the St. Paul Pioneer Press and Minnesota Public 
Radio.

•	 Volunteer planting events were featured in South Washington 
County Bulletin, White Bear Press, and the South Washington 
weekly cable news.

•	 Subaru Drive Magazine featured a story on Great River Greening programs.

Great	River	Greening
35 West Water Street
Suite 201
Saint Paul, MN 55107-2016 
Phone: 651.665.9500 
www.greatrivergreening.org

Ryan Anderson /  Belay Energy
Keela Bakken / Daikin McQuay
Dick Barnes / COO/CFO
Heidi Benedict / Xcel Energy
Bob Bieraugel / Aggregate 

Industries
Brenda Boehler / Bellacor
Hugh Cherne / Best Buy  
Mary Beth Fong / Flagstone Foods
Mike Frommelt / Keystone Search 
Roger Green, Chair / Retired, 

HealthEast Care Systems

Jake Hamlin / CHS
Eric Hesse / Liesch Associates 

– a Terracon Co.
Louis Jambois / Saint Paul 

Port Authority
Kevin Johnson / Stoel Rives
Robert Kaiser/ American 

Engineering Testing
Michael Kaphing / Briggs and 

Morgan
Thomas Marek / Oppenheimer 

Wolff & Donnelly

Beth McCartan / EVINE Live 
Bernice Neumann / Exponent PR*
Paul Notermann / Morgan 

Stanley Smith Barney
Patti O’Leary / Navigate Forward
Raj Rajan / Ecolab
Todd Rhoades / Cermak Rhoades 

Architects
Richard Savelkoul / Martin & 

Squires
Betsy Schmiesing / OPTUMInsight
Tom Tessman / Nielsen

Reed Watson /  Watson 
Management Consulting

Daniel White / Briggs and 
Morgan

Members emeriti
Ellen Brown / Independent 

Consultant
Joe Kingman / Retired, The Saint 

Paul Foundation
Jonathan Wilmshurst / Superior 

Minerals Company

ExpEnsEs

Program Services 1,435,932

Management & General 139,560

Fundraising 91,986

Total: 1,667,478

Change in Unrestricted  
Net Assets

81,511

AssEts & LiAbiLitiEs

Total Assets 865,178

Total Liabilities 185,183

Total Net Assets 679,995

funding sourcEs

Government Contracts & Grants 1,037,119

Foundation Gifts & Grants 430,899

Non-Government Contracts 66,552

Corporate Gifts 117,481

Individual Gifts 81,612

In-Kind & Other Revenue 15,326

Total 1,748,989


